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A EPISTLE to the Truly Rehgious = 
and Loyal GENTRYIY of the 

CHURCH of England, &:. 

My Honour d Brethren, 

F I thought the Addreſs, IT here 
make unto you had need of an 
Apologie, it would be Uncapable 
ofany. My Confidence, I confels, is 
utterly Inexcuſable, if it be not 
grounded upon Reaſon. What I Detire 
thereforeis only this, That you would 
be Pleaſed to Condeſcend to tae moſt 
Serious Conſideration of what is Said 
by ſo Obſcure a Perſon. 

1 Do not Pretend to any Skill in 
the Letter of Qur Common Law, but 
that Law which All Mankind Ought 
to be; and that Law which All. Chrij=-- 
{tians Profeſs they are Govern'd by,. 
has been my Study above thirty 
Years: And 1n the proſecution of 
Charity, or Divine Love, towhich All my. 
Speculations naturally. Tend; I find. 
itmy.Duty.toEndeavour with all my” 
ht. to: Communicate the Know-- 
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His Majeſties moſt Juſt, anc _ 
table Dcftire of the Abrogation of all 
inch Laws againſt the Papiſts which 
are more Rrgorous than any of thoſe 
againlt the other Nonconformiſts, it 
would molt certainly conduce to the 
Glory of God, and the Good of Men. If 
any men ſhould ſay what Impudence 
iS this? Is not f{uch a Propoſal Con- 
crary to the Preſent Government ? 
I ibould Confidently Anſwer, Ir is 
not. An the Reaſons of this Con- 
fidence I ſhall here ( as well as I can 
within the compals of a Letter ) in all 
Humility tender to your Contider- 
ation. By thoſe words of the Blefled 
Apoltle,,, Do we then make void the 
Law, yea we eſtabliſh the Law. I am 
prompted to ſay to our Adverſaries 
1n this Caſe, Do we ſubvert, yea we 
| Eſtabliſh the Preſent Government. 
That this may be clearly perceiv'd, 
I ſball defire that it may be duly con- 
fiderd that whatſoever tends to the 
Eſtabliſhing of the Rights of Our 
MON= 
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tend to the Eſtabliſhing of Our Ci- 
vill Government : And what is it-to 
Eſtabliſh the Rights of MON AR- 
CHIE burto Secure All Due Obedi- 
ence to Our MONARCH and His 
Succeſlors throughout All Generati- 
ons ? Tho it be True indeed thar it is 
rhe Duty of All Subjects, Enjoyn'd 
by the Fifth Commandment, tO retain a 
FILIAL Aitection for their PRINCE 
the FATHER of their Country, 
whatſoever he Does, or Deltgns, yet 
alas! ſince the Generality of men are 
Led more by the Love of Life and Eſtate 
than a Senle of Duty towards Gyd 


and the Hopes of Glory in tne World 


ro come, and fince 10 many ot thoſe 
who are Hab:tually Heavenly-minded 
often fall from their Better Temper, 
and are Carried in the itream of Secu- 
lar Intereſt, How can it be ſuppoſed, 
that Subje#s ſhould bellmted 1n their 
Aitections to their Prince, and to one 
another, whil{t there are Laws Standing 
againlt ſo great a Number of Then) 
| | tnart 


6. ts Mts. FY ren rh. 


0 4 46 GS 6 HAS EAR ER ” —_— _— 
mw. ,  IT,X5 LE TS TY 
| [0{& TROIL CETLALTEY 
» % 


——— — . = _ —— reds. I "EY 


CR _———Ccc————_— —_—— CES omn..>8=8=w 2 mOmR—— 


-— > CD. 


| ' that arePerſons very Ingenious, very 


Well bred, and of great Eſtates, many 
of them of Our moſt Antient Nobi- 
lity, and many Exceeding Learned; 
LawsI fay, which if put in Execution, 
would deprive. them. of their Lives, 
or Eſtates? And what do thoſe men 
Intimate that are {o Fager againſt 
the Abrogating of ſuch Laws but that 
they Hope fora Time when they ſhall 
get the Bloud of ſome of their Lyyall. 
Fellow-ſubjeits to be Shed, or their E- 
ſtates taken from them, becauſethey 
cannot Do what: their. Coalciences, 
ſupported by the Concurring jJudge-- 
ments of. Thouſands of Sober, aad 
Learned men, Oblidgoe them.not to- 
Do? ifit {hall be ſaid what figniftes an. 
Oath toa Papilt&:.2ITinall moſt hum-. 
bly beg. that it may be coniidered 
whether. {uch an Objection can-have 
any thing in it of Natural Conſcience, Or. 

Common Honeſty, fince Few, ornoae, that: 

we know of the Papiſts,who took the- 


Oath of Allegiance did-ever Break. 


it, but. all the world know's. it was; 
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Broken inthe moſt haynous manner that'poſ- 
ſibly conld be by Thouſands of that fort of Peo- 
-ple who are, and-ever have been moſt B hudzly 
ſet againſt the Papiſts. And as for this ſort of 
- People, who Marthered theFather of Our Gra- 
c1ous Soveralign, Attempted the Murtheringof 
His Brother, and the Excluding of Himlelf 
from Has Royal Inheritance and who were( I 
think, I may lay All of themin their Perlons, 
or in their Hearts and Attections) 10 lately in 
Open Rebe]lion againſt Himſelf, let us Ob- 
ſerve His Majeſties moſt Mercifull and Gra- 
cious. Dealings with Them : And Admire 
the Eenignity of that Wiſdom which has 
hitherto Govern'd Him ſince the Divine Pro- 
vidence brought Him to be Oar Governour 
next, and Imemediately Under the Great and 
Glorious MONARCEFHeof Heaven, and Earth. 
And lince He is 1o Kind to them, how Crooked 
and Pery-rſe would it feem, 1t we {houl1 en- 
deavour to Obſtruct the Current of Flis Sacred 
Clemency, when 1t Flewes towards Perions 
of His own Per{waſion, in a way 1ojuſt and 
Equitable in the fight of all men ? How much 
it would contribute to the Peace and Tran- 
quillity, the Eaſe, and Comfort of a Proteſtant 
Succeſſor, 1f the Papiſts were freed from the 
Terror of thoſe Dreadful Laws 1 could ſpeak 
largely. Bat I ſhall haſten to my other Point, 
to thew that this Lenty to the Papiſts could 
be no Diſadvantage to the Church of England 
but rather a great Advantage 1nas muchas we 
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thould therabi Fiectere to all thaw I the 

| Sincerity of Our Profeſſion tobe Meek, and Lowly 
I— Heater And that we will not be Aﬀrighted : 
ES, by the Phariſaicall Multitude from Acknowledg- s 
ing All the Truth we find Profeſt, and all the F 
| Urtue we find PraQticedby Papiſts. The Holy - | 
[ * Fathersand the Four Firſt Generall Councils, next bo 
| to the Hly Scriptures, Our Church 1s Founded 

upon; And. how many Learned men 1n this: 
z- Kane gdome began to make light of theſe Bleſſed: 
\....- Records of Cariltian Antiquity ? which Grow-. F 
ng Fvill the Courte, which His Majeſty has ON | 


taken will moſt undoubtedly Supprels.,: - 

It theſe Dreadftull Laws were Repeal'd Cer- 
tainly it would take off the Edge of the Ani- 
molities, which cannot but be in he Heartsof * += i 

| ſome Learned Papiſts againit the Church of 'j 
; Iingland which muſt needs make them 1a their 
Writings more Pungent than otherwile they 
would be. For, ( poor men ) they may juitly 
: apprehend that. the Standing of Our. Church 
{F tends to the Deſtruction of their. Lives if Our 
Charch cannot ſtand: without thoſeFevere 
L aws that have been made againſt them. 
- * I ſhall give you no further trouble at. pre- 
i ſent, but ſhall Commend you to the the Pro- 
| _ - teCtion and Inſtruftion of the Almighty, 'and | 
Qnely Wiſe God, the God of P eace, and Love, And 
| allever remaine | 
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